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USDA APHIS 
National Veterinary Services Laboratory
• The NVSL provides diagnostic support to foreign 

animal disease investigations at:
• National Centers for Animal Health (NCAH) in Ames, IA
• Foreign animal Disease Diagnostic Laboratory (FADDL) on 

Plum Island, NY
• NVSL performs nearly 500,000 diagnostic tests 

annually from almost 50,000 accessions received.

• ASF samples are all addressed to 
FADDL

FADDL

NCAH



Overview – Getting samples to FADDL

• Sample Collection
• Packaging
• Notification and pre-shipment communication
• Submission Paperwork
• Permit Requirements
• Shipping
• Contact Information



Sample Preparation

Sample collection supplies
 serum separator (red top) tubes
 EDTA (purple top) tubes
 sterile needles & syringes

Supplies Sample Collection

Dispense blood into blood 
tubes. Gently invert purple 
top blood tubes to mix with 

anticoagulant.

Label tubes with animal and 
sample identification, date 

of collection, and other 
relevant information.

• Samples must be 
packaged securely so 
they don’t break in 
transit

• Label samples clearly
• Printed labels
• Permanent marker

• Document samples 
on a spreadsheet

• Send the electronic 
version with the 
advance notification



Sample Preparation
• Samples must be 

packaged securely so 
they don’t break in 
transit

• Label samples clearly
• Printed labels
• Permanent marker

• Document samples 
on a spreadsheet

• Send the electronic 
version with the 
advance notification

Boxes with tube 
separators 

Additional information is available on the NVSL webpage under “Diagnostic Testing at NVSL” 



Sample Packaging

• Follow all applicable guidelines for 
packaging and shipment of Category B 
Infectious Materials

• UN3373 Infectious Substance Cat B

• 3x Layers:
• Inner primary package is sealed and leakproof
• Secondary sealed package containing 

absorbent material
• Rigid outer packaging with labels

• NVSL has packaging available
• Sample package can be requested.

TC-34 Large Diagnostic Kit



Shipping and 
packing 
materials

• Examples of 
materials are 
available on the 
USDA NVSL website.



Shipping and 
packing 
materials

• Examples of materials 
are available on the 
USDA NVSL website.

• Kits are only available 
to USDA labs but you 
may request a sample 
kit to be sent to your 
country for reference.

TC-34 Large Diagnostic Kit

(STP 210) Blood Collection Kit

FADD Replenishment Kit



Preparation for shipment

Place samples in plastic biohazardous 
specimen bag, then place into SafTPak
envelope, then place in insulated box 

with cold packs.

Place labeled blood tubes 
in slotted cardboard box



Submission Form:
VS 10-4

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/library/forms/pdf/VS_Form10_4.pdf

• All shipments 
must include a VS 
10-4 Specimen 
Submission Form

• Include an 
electronic version 
with the pre-
notification and 
printed version in 
the final package.



Organisms and Vectors Import Permit

• All samples originating outside of the United 
States must be accompanied by a valid VS 16-
6 Permit

• You can apply for a 16-6 Permit by completing 
Form 16-3 through the VS Permitting Assistant:

• efile.aphis.usda.gov/s/vs-permitting-assistant

• NVSL will assist with acquisition of the 
permit.  Notify them of the shipment before 
initiating the permit process so they can 
assist.



Organisms and Vectors Import Permit

• FADDL has permits to receive diagnostic ASF samples (i.e. not select 
agents) and confirmatory samples (i.e. select agents) from a broad 
range of international sources

• Before seeking a permit contact FADDL to initiate and complete a risk 
assessment for the samples

Dr. Meng Deng ming.y.deng@usda.gov
Dr. Joseph Chung chungwon.chung@usda.gov

• FADDL Representatives will respond with further shipping instructions

mailto:ming.y.deng@usda.gov
mailto:chungwon.chung@usda.gov


Pre-Shipment Notification

• It is essential that you notify NVSL in advance that the sample is being shipped:
• We will support the shipment as it transits customs
• We will assist with permit acquisition and shipping
• We will prepare to receive the sample
• Send the notification directly to the NVSL and FADDL Director

• Include in the notification:
• FedEx Number of the package (if known)
• An electronic copy of the shipping manifest
• Electronic copies of any additional available information (sample records, preliminary results)

• The Chief Veterinary Officer (CVO) from the originating country must authorize 
the NVSL to test any sample submitted

• Blanket authorizations are available.  Contact the NVSL Director for more information.



Who do you notify?

• Send email notification to:
fad.submissions@usda.gov
suelee.robbe-austerman@usda.gov

• Include all available information including:
• 10-4 Specimen Submission form
• Spreadsheet of samples
• CVO letter
• Import permit
• FedEx tracking number

• Send the email the same day the sample is shipped

mailto:Fad.submissions@usda.gov
mailto:suelee.robbe-austerman@usda.gov


Where do you ship the package?

• FedEx Address: FADDL Lab Director
USDA/APHIS/NVSL/FADDL
Plum Island Animal Disease Center
40550 Route 25
Orient Point, NY 11957
United States, US
(718) 553-3570 or 3577

Include printed copies of all materials sent electronically.



Guidelines

• Information and examples can be found on the NVSL website.
• Send notification before shipment!

• Send all available information in the notification (electronic documents, 
spread sheets, FedEx #)

• Send directly to the NVSL FADDL Director
• Careful and appropriate packaging is essential for safe and efficient 

receipt
• Don’t forget:

• VS 16-6 Permit
• VS 10-4 Sample Submission Form
• National Veterinarian Approval



Any questions?

• Contact information:
• NVSL Director:

• Suelee Robbe-Austerman suelee.robbe-austerman@usda.gov
• FADDL Associate Director:

• Muzafar Makhdoomi muzafar.makhdoomi@usda.gov
• FADDL Diagnostic Services Section Head

• Robin Holland robin.holland@usda.gov
• NCAH Biosafety Manager

• Travis McCarthy travis.mccarthy@usda.gov

• Links:
• Diagnostic Testing at the NVSL:

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/lab-info-services/sa_diagnostic_tests/ct_diagnostic_tests
• Shipping Specimens to NVSL-FADDL

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/lab-info-
services/sa_diagnostic_tests/ct_shipping_specimens_to_faddl

mailto:suelee.robbe-austerman@usda.gov
mailto:muzafar.makhdoomi@usda.gov
mailto:robin.holland@usda.gov
mailto:travis.mccarthy@usda.gov
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/lab-info-services/sa_diagnostic_tests/ct_diagnostic_tests
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/lab-info-services/sa_diagnostic_tests/ct_shipping_specimens_to_faddl
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