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Overview

• History of Wild Pigs/Feral 

Swine in United States

• National Feral Swine 

Damage Management 

Program

• African Swine Fever 

Surveillance in Feral Pigs

• Feral Pig ASF Outbreak 

Response Planning
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History of Feral Swine in US

Feral Swine Distribution by County, 1982

Pigs first brought to U.S. in 1500’s and repeated introductions followed

➢ Natural expansion

➢ Escapes of domestic swine, Eurasian wild boar, and hybrids

➢ Intentional movement and release of animals to establish 

populations for hunting
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National Feral Swine Damage 
Management Program

Established in 2014

• Strategic Goal: Eradicate feral swine 
and reduce the invaded range in the 
United States

➢ Eliminate feral swine in states 
where populations are low or 
newly emergent 

➢ Prevent expansion of feral swine 
from states with large, widely 
distributed feral pig populations to 
neighboring states 

➢ Reduce feral swine numbers to 
minimize damage in states and 
territories where populations are 
large and widely distributed 
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National Feral 

Swine Damage 

Management 

Program

32 states and 3 U.S. 

territories are working to 

eradicate feral swine 

and/or reduce the damage 

they cause
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National Feral Swine Damage 

Management Program

• Several states have 

laws limiting hunting 

of feral swine

➢ Feral swine negatively 

impact other wildlife 

species

➢ Historic role of hunters 

in moving feral swine
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ASF Surveillance: US Protection Zone
• The proximity of Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands to Dominican 

Republic increases risk of ASF introduction to the U.S. 

• Puerto Rico: Approximately 70 miles/113 km

• USVI: Approximately 230 miles/ 370 km



Wildlife Services Protecting People  Protecting Agriculture  Protecting Wildlife

• Between 8/1/2021-09/04/2025, WS removed 6,459 feral swine and 

sampled 3,887 for ASF (adult and sub-adult animals are tested) 

• All samples tested negative

ASF Surveillance: US Protection Zone
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ASF Surveillance in Very High Risk 

Counties
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National ASF Sero-surveillance
In April 2024, WS expanded ASF surveillance to include testing of serum from feral 

pigs in all states and territories controlling feral swine
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The Role of Hunters



Wildlife Services Protecting People  Protecting Agriculture  Protecting Wildlife

Morbidity/Mortality Reporting: Squeal on Pigs Campaign
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Feral Pig ASF Outbreak Response 

Planning

• Trainings for Wildlife 

Services staff

– Incident Command 

System

– Biosecurity

– Tabletop Exercise
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Feral Pig ASF Outbreak Response 

Planning

Response Priorities:

1. Protect Domestic Premises

2. Contain Outbreak

3. Eliminate Outbreak

Establishing Operational 

Priorities
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Feral Pig ASF Outbreak Response 

Planning

✓ Fed-state scoping meetings

✓ Review operational framework

• Summary of current 

surveillance

• Summary of response priorities

• Outline of initial 

communications and 

coordinated response activities 

if ASF detected only in feral 

swine

• Roles/responsibilities

Meet with other state and 

federal agencies
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Building Response Capacity
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Questions?
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